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An interdisciplinary group of scholars participated in the online con-
ference “Alexander Chayanov: Differentiation and integration of eco-
nomics and politics, science and art”, organized by the Chayanov Re-
search Center, Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy 
and Public Administration, Gorky Institute of World Literature, and 
University of Fribourg. The conference brought together various ap-
proaches to the study of Chayanov’s legacy in order to examine ways 
to differentiate and integrate its areas: from academic work — on 
agrarian economy, sociology and history — to literary writing. The 
examination of Chayanov’s works in regard to the inseparable con-
nection between these different areas provided an opportunity to take 
a new look at Chayanov’s oeuvre as a whole. Moreover, the confer-
ence established a platform of 22 scholars interested in Chayanov’s 
legacy, which open further possibilities for future collaboration.

Participants of the conference discussed the following issues: in-
tegration and differentiation of Chayanov’s legacy and reflections on 
the peculiarities of interdisciplinary research; examinations of the 
relationship between economics, sociology, history and literature in 
Chayanov’s life and work; challenges in the study of the life and work 
of Chayanov as a writer and scholar; uncovering of unknown facts 
and new materials in the study of his literary and scientific lega-
cy; Chayanov’s literary and scientific work in the context of the era; 
Chayanov and the utopian tradition; his communications and mutu-
al influences.

The conference was opened by Dr. Alexander Nikulin (RANEPA, 
MSSES, Director of the Chayanov Research Center) and Dr. Natal-
iya Kornienko (Corresponding Member of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Head of the Department of Modern Russian Literature and 
Russian Literature Abroad of the Gorky Institute of World Litera-
ture). Nataliya Kornienko underlined the importance of interdiscipli-
nary work in the study of the first quarter of the 20th century by an 

Научная 
жизнь



 192

НАУЧНАЯ  

ЖИЗНЬ

КРЕСТЬЯНОВЕДЕНИЕ   ·  20 21   ·  ТОМ 6   ·  № 3

interesting parallel between Chayanov’s A Short Course on Coopera-
tion (1925) and Platonov’s and Pilnak’s Che-Che-O (1928): the former, 
a scholarly work, employs poetic images from literature, while the 
latter, a literary work, presents a thorough analysis of the social-eco-
nomic state of the village. She praised the conference for its interdis-
ciplinarity, internationality, and integration of younger researchers.

The first section “Alexander Chayanov. Biography and Local His-
tory” started with a presentation by Vera Bondarik (A. V. Chayanov’s 
granddaughter) on Chayanov’s biography which included new facts 
on Chayanov’s life and showed him as a man of his historical time 
and environment. Dr. Tatyana Savinova (Russian State Archive of 
Economics) spoke about “The year 1918 in the life of A. V. Chayanov: 
Cooperation, literary activity, and anarchism” and highlighted the im-
portance of the year 1918 as a watershed moment in Chayanov’s life 
and work. Dr. Andrey Postnikov (Museum-Estate Arkhangelskoe) in 
the presentation “The Institute of Agricultural Economics at Mos-
cow Yusupov Palace (1927–1936)” examined the role of this palace 
in Chayanov’s life and work (in 1927, he got it for his Research In-
stitute of Agricultural Economics) and the role of Chayanov in the 
history of the palace. Dr. Alexander Nikulin, the discussant, praised 
all three presentations and raised questions about the life and work 
of Chayanov, such as about his incredible determination to his work 
and relentlessly positive attitude, the dire circumstances of his life, 
the paradox that Chayanov flirted with anarchism, but was a ‘states-
man’, a proponent of the strong state, the role of aristocrats-philan-
thropists of the Yusupov family in Chayanov’s life and work and in 
history of Moscow and Russia.

The second section “Chayanov. History and Economics” was 
opened by Dr. Stephan Merl (University of Bielefeld) with the pres-
entation “Was Chayanov’s concept of peasant agriculture under the 
Soviet rule realistic? The emergence of the ‘kulturniki’ as an answer 
to the ‘Face to the Village’ Policy of 1924–1925”. Stephan Merl ex-
amined the figure of the ‘kulturniki’, the (middle) peasants that re-
acted positively to the ‘Face to the Village’ policy and tried to focus 
on accumulation on the basis of the cooperative movement promot-
ed by Chayanov, which, however, did not save them from dekulaki-
zation. Dr. Lyubov Ovchintseva (RANEPA) spoke about “The evo-
lution of Chayanov’s views on the national economic significance 
of peasant farms”. Her comparative analysis of Chayanov’s texts 
of the early and late 1920s revealed the changes in his concept of 
the peasant economy as a labor economy with special incentives for 
development. In the presentation “‘How can I thank you, Bulgak-
ov!’: A. V. Chayanov as a follower of the Moscow school of political 
economy”, Dr. Igor Kuznetsov (RANEPA) examined the contacts of 
Chayanov with Sergey Bulgakov, who was one of the forerunners 
of the organization-production school: from him Chayanov seems 
to have borrowed the name for his protagonist in one of his fan-



193 

RUSS IAN  PEASANT  STUDIES   ·  20 21   ·  VOLUME  6   ·  No  3

tastic-romantic short stories. The section’s discussant Dr. Tatyana 
Savinova praised the presentations as three different interdiscipli-
nary approaches to Chayanov’s life and work, but added some criti-
cal comments for future research such as a need for a more thorough 
and wholesome analysis of the academic atmosphere at the Moscow 
University, which had a huge impact on three generations of schol-
ars, and of the specific context of the 1920s.

The third section “The Literary Context of Chayanov’s Works” fo-
cused on the culturological approaches to Chayanov’s works. In the 
presentation “The ephemeral and elusive nature of certain meta-re-
al characters and images in Alexander Chayanov’s romantic nov-
els in the light of the literary and historical context of his time”, Dr. 
Giulia Gigante (Brussels Free University) examined the ephemer-
al in Chayanov’s romantic short stories and identified common im-
ages in the writings of Chayanov and Aldo Palazzeschi. Dr. Muire-
ann Maguire’s (University of Exeter) presentation “A. V. Chayanov 
and his literary peers: Tracing 20th century Russian gothic” iden-
tified some common tropes and literary strategies in the works of 
Chayanov, Pavel Muratov, and Alexander Amfiteatrov. They all refer 
to the past to create an estranging effect, which is a typical strategy 
of the English Georgian era. Dr. Natasha Grigorian’s (University of 
Konstanze) presentation “Alexander Chayanov’s The Journey of my 
Brother Alexey to the Land of Peasant Utopia: Thought experiments 
and utopian heroes” considered Chayanov’s work as a ‘counterfactu-
al thought experiment’. The section’s discussant Eliane Fitzé (Uni-
versity of Fribourg) had several questions to each participant, for in-
stance, about the difference between thought experiment and utopia, 
the epoch awareness of Chayanov and his peers, and the link between 
the past and the ephemeral, the past and the uncanny in Chayanov’s 
literary works. 

In the fourth section “Chayanov’s Futurology: Politics and Art, 
History and Contemporaneity”, Dr. Chris Monday (Dongseo Univer-
sity), in the presentation “Alexander Chayanov’s techno-anarcho uto-
pia and the film ‘Albidum: A Victory over the Sun’ (1928)”, uncovered 
information about the film (Chayanov wrote its scenario), and contex-
tualized the film within the history of the Soviet cinema, culture and 
politics, making an emphasis on Chayanov and narodnichestvo. Am-
galan Sanzheev (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies), in the pres-
entation “Toward a study of Chayanov’s political thought: On the role 
of ‘tyranny’ and the concept of ‘societal struggle’ in peasant utopia”, 
conducted a thorough philosophical-political analysis of Chayanov’s 
utopian novel and the fictional newspaper excerpts ‘Zodiac’ in its ap-
pendix to explain the relationship of ‘tyranny’ and ‘societal struggle’. 
Dr. Alexander Nikulin’s (RANEPA, MSSES) made a presentation on 
“Chayanov and Orwell: Rethinking the alternatives of 1984”. He ex-
amined the parallels and differences in the life and work of Chayanov 
and Orwell, focusing on the most striking resemblances: rejection 
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of authoritarianism and search for anti-authoritarian alternatives. 
Dr. Ilya Gerasimov (Ab Imperio) made a presentation on “‘Poor Al-
exander Chayanov’: Why Chayanov is of interest in 2021”, in which 
proposed a provocative thesis that Chayanov was of interest mostly 
for examining specific ideas of the early 20th century, but the search 
for ready-made revelations in Chayanov’s works would lead into a 
trap. The section’s discussant Dr. Igor Kuznetsov (RANEPA) added 
comments and requests for further clarification to all presentations.

The second day of the conference started with the fifth section 
“Aesthetics and Narratives in Chayanov’s Literary Works”. Dr. Dmi-
triy Nikolaev (Gorky Institute of World Literature) opened it with 
the presentation on “The aesthetics of peasant utopia in the book 
and in life (Alexander Chayanov’s ‘Journey’)”, especially on the cre-
ation of the peasant utopia. The second presentation “English allu-
sions in Chayanov’s romantic novels” was made by Dr. Olga Kaznina 
(Gorky Institute of World Literature) who highlighted the referenc-
es to the English literature and culture in Chayanov’s utopian novel 
and romantic short stories. In the presentation “‘The third Rome will 
be a Rome of cooperatives’: Contextualizing Alexander Chayanov’s 
The Story of the Hairdresser’s Doll (1918)”, Eliane Fitzé (University 
of Fribourg) analyzed Chayanov’s playful allusion to the ‘third Rome’ 
myth in regard to the Italian cooperative farming as transferred to 
the Russian context. The section’s discussants Dr. Muireann Magu-
ire (University of Exeter) and Olga Pavlova (Krasnodar State Insti-
tute of Culture) asked different questions, such as about the relation 
of the ‘third Rome’ myth to socialism, Chayanov’s aesthetics (unex-
pected shifts between fictional and nonfictional genres), the nature of 
his literary utopia in general. 

The sixth section “Chayanov’s Poetics and Literary Strategies” 
started with the presentation by Olga Pavlova (Krasnodar State In-
stitute of Culture) on “The legacy of A. V. Chayanov and the virtu-
al culture of the information society (on the prognostic potential of 
the social-cultural projection of The Journey of My Brother Alexey to 
the Land of Peasant Utopia)”. Olga Pavlova argued that Chayanov’s 
utopian novel anticipated the manipulative technologies of today’s 
information society, which she showed on the role of utopia and 
written culture throughout history. Michel Niqueux (Université de 
CAEN-Normandie) made the presentation on “Chayanov’s last utopia 
(A Possible Future for Agriculture, 1928) compared with The Journey 
of my Brother Alexey to the Land of Peasant Utopia)” to show their 
genre difference (a work of literature and a theoretical treatise) in dif-
ferent historical contexts. Elizaveta Apalkova (MSU) talked about “A 
typology of characters in Chayanov’s romantic tales” to present dif-
ferent protagonists in Chayanov’s romantic short stories as follow-
ing both typical romantic tradition and complex archetypal images. 
The section’s discussant Dr. Natalya Mikhalenko asked questions on 
different aspects of the presentations, such as about the concept ‘al-
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ternatives’ in Chayanov’s works, the parallels between Chayanov and 
Nikolay Fyodorov, and Chayanov’s historiographical work on Moscow. 

During the lunch break, the participants of the conference took 
a virtual tour of the exhibition “Reconstruction of Utopia” in the 

“Park” Gallery (Moscow) organized by the gallery’s director Niki-
ta Spiridonov.

The seventh section “Chayanov and Literary Utopia” started with 
the presentation by Dr. Anastasya Gacheva (Gorky Institute of World 
Literature, N. F. Fyodorov Library No. 180) on “Projecting the future: 
Chayanov’s The Journey of My Brother Alexey to the Land of Peasant 
Utopia and the futurological ideas of the Russian cosmologists in the 
1920s and 1930s”. She highlighted the links between Chayanov’s uto-
pia and the Russian cosmologists’ ideas, mainly of Aleksandr Gor-
sky, Nikolai Setnitsky, and Valeriyan Muravyov, three followers of 
Fyodorov. The presentation by Valeriya Fedotova (Krasnodar State 
Institute of Culture) explained “The specifics of the implementation 
of carnival poetics in Chayanov’s neo-romantic novel The Venetian 
Mirror, or the Bizarre Adventures of the Glass Man”. She showed 
how Chayanov’s short story repeats motives of romantic literature 
and carnivalesque in the protagonist’s consciousness. The presenta-
tion “The philosophy of life-creation in the works of A. V. Chayanov” 
given by Dr. Natalia Mikhalenko (Gorky Institute of World Litera-
ture) revealed how many characters in Chayanov’s fictional writings 
had characteristics of their author with the concept ‘life-creation’:  
Chayanov seemed to consider different ways to confront fateful cir-
cumstances in a rapidly changing world. The section’s discussants Dr. 
Nataliya Mikhalenko and Eliane Fitzé asked questions about differ-
ent aspects of the presentation, such as about the role of chaos in the 
cosmist thought and of the free will in Chayanov’s utopia. 

The conference was closed by its three organizers — Alexander 
Nikulin, Nataliya Mikhalenko and Eliane Fitzé, who hoped for fur-
ther productive cooperation.
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